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Mission:

To provide children
with the resources,
motivation, and
opportunities to
develop a life-long
love of reading

2013 Vision:

Annually, 25,000
Pittsburgh children

will have a greater
potential for academic
success because of their
participation in Reading
Is FUNdamental
Pittsburgh programs

RI-

Readingls
Fundamental
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Letter from the
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

As | reflect on the past year, my second at RIF Pittsburgh, | am both
astounded by and proud of how far we have come. Our offices,
programming, and team have grown tremendously, allowing us to be
more innovative in deepening and expanding our reach. As we continue
working hard to bring books and literacy resources to the community,
we have been encouraged by the overwhelming support that we have
received along the way.

As many of you are aware, RIF Pittsburgh took over the Everybody Wins!
and Storymobile programs in September 2010, ensuring that this vital
programming continued in our community. These new programs work
hand-in-hand with our Books for Keeps and Read to Your Family programs
to create more in-depth literacy connections for the children and families
that we serve.This report highlights the accomplishments made across
each of these programs during the past twelve months,and [ am
delighted to share with you the achievements of our 30th year!

With the addition of our new programs, we are working to create a web
of literacy services aimed at mitigating the literacy gap in our own
backyards. By focusing our efforts on targeted neighborhoods, we will
create an environment that enables a child to develop a love of reading
and learning through RIF Pittsburgh’s programs from two years of age
through 6th grade.

Of course, we cannot solve the literacy challenge on our own. | look
forward to continuing the many partnerships we have formed over this
past year and to developing new relationships as we engage the
community in our effort to bring the joy of reading to those children and
families who need it the most!

Finally, my many thanks to all of you who have supported RIF Pittsburgh
over our 30 years, with special thanks to my team and those who helped
us navigate through this past year of challenge and opportunity!

Sincerely,

//Z/,: : L:a//zj v

Florri Ladov
Executive Director



Organizational Overview

Reading Is FUNdamental (RIF) Pittsburgh is an independent affiliate of Reading is Fundamental, Inc., the oldest
and largest children’s and family nonprofit literacy organization in the United States. Founded in 1981, RIF
Pittsburgh’s mission is to provide children with the resources, motivation, and opportunities to develop a
life-long love of reading. Since 1984 RIF Pittsburgh has given more than half a million books to over
200,000 children.

RIF Pittsburgh is dedicated to developing the children in our community into life-long, independent readers, by
building the foundations of literacy through book ownership, motivation, and positive reading experiences. In
the 2010-2012 program year, RIF Pittsburgh gave away more than 64,000 new, age-appropriate books to more
than 20,000 economically disadvantaged children.

We focus our efforts on the schools, community centers, and after-school programs that serve our city’s most
underserved children. For more than 70% of our sites, 75% of the children meet the income requirement for free
or reduced lunches, and for 35% of our sites, nearly all of the children qualify.

The core strength of RIF Pittsburgh is that we engage the children of our community throughout their elementary
school years. RIF Pittsburgh’s impact is much more than a one-time encounter. RIF Pittsburgh is woven into the
fabric of our at-risk children’s elementary school experience, building the foundations of literacy while fostering

a life-long appreciation for reading.

With the addition of the Everybody Wins! and Storymobile programs, RIF Pittsburgh is now armed with an arsenal
of services that allows us to more effectively tackle the literacy challenges that our community faces. Everybody
Wins! is a lunchtime literacy and mentoring program that pairs corporate and community volunteers with second
and third graders to read one-on-one each week during lunchtime. The Storymobile is a library-on-wheels that
delivers books and literacy resources to daycares and housing communities across our city. These new programs
work hand-in-hand with our Books for Keeps and Read to Your Family programs to create more in-depth literacy
connections for the children and families that we serve.

As we enter our second year of operating these two new programs, RIF Pittsburgh’s goal is to fully integrate
all four of our programs to maximize the impact of our resources. We are working to ensure that our
programs operate in tandem, building upon each other to create a web of literacy services aimed at
mitigating the literacy gap in our community.

We are saturating targeted neighborhoods with as many of our programs as possible, creating an environment
that will enable a child to be exposed to RIF programs and the joy of reading, from two years of age through 6th
grade. The Storymobile serves our youngest audience of children ages 2, 3 and 4 through bi-weekly visits to
daycare centers. These children will then have the opportunity to go on to PreK and Kindergarten at a RIF school
where they may participate in our Books for Keeps, Read to Your Family and Everybody Wins! programs! The
Storymobile will also engage the entire family in the joy and importance of reading by visiting the neighborhoods
in which our “RIF kids” live. By continuing to deliver quality literacy programming to the children and families in
our community who need it most, RIF Pittsburgh is working to bridge the local literacy gap and foster a love of
reading.






Literacy In Our Community

According to a study prepared for the Pittsburgh Mayor’s Commission on Public Education, a significant
literacy gap exists for economically disadvantaged students in Pittsburgh, placing thousands of
our city’s children at risk of educational failure. This study shows that more than 65% of economically
disadvantaged children in Pittsburgh Public Schools cannot read at grade level (“Student Performance in
PPS”RAND 2003).

In 2007, the National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES) released its annual “Reading Report,” which
states that 33 percent of all fourth graders in the United States cannot read at even the basic level. The NCES
also reports that children from economically disadvantaged families consistently perform significantly lower
than other children in school, especially in reading. Research indicates that a lack of access to quality books
and educational resources during childhood contributes to this achievement gap. “Limited access to
books is a problem for all young children, but for those in low-income areas, it may be tantamount to
reading failure” (S.Neuman, International Reading Association, 2001).

According to the NCES, nearly two-thirds of low-income American families do not own any books for their
children.There is extensive research that supports the importance of providing children with access to books.
Stephen Krashen, author of The Power Of Reading, states in Literacy Network-News:““If more access leads to
more reading, and if more reading leads to better reading, writing, spelling, grammar, and a larger
vocabulary, this means that thefirst.step.any.literacy campaign needs to take is to make sure children
have access to plenty of books.”

A 2010 study, conducted by the University of Nevada, confirmed the importance of books in the home.
With data drawn from 27 countries, the study demonstrated that parents who have books in their homes
increase the level of education their children will attain. In fact, the presence of these books is as
important as parental education level in predicting how far students.will. progress in their own education.
For students whose parents are less-educated, increasing the number of books in their home can have a
huge impact. “What kinds of investments should we be making to help these kids get ahead?”asked Mariah
Evans,who led the study.“The results of this study indicate that getting some books into their homes is an
inexpensive way that we can help these children succeed.”

Research also indicates that parent and family involvement are crucial for developing literacy. The combination
of access to books and a positive family environment that encourages good reading habits can make a huge
impact on motivating children to read. According to a study conducted by the College Board, reading is

more dependent on learning activities in the home than is math or science (1994). Reading aloud to children

is critical in preparing them for reading on their own. However, less than half of families read to their
kindergarten-age children on a daily basis (NCES 2000).
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“Reading a beautifully illustrated and accurate science book to a child opens up a world of wonder to them. Having
children listen to and respond to science stories and science poems appears to be one of the most beneficial means
of extending and developing their science literacy”

Young and Salley, 1999.

“They were so excited that they didnt even realize that t)/legjust Learned sciemce concepts!”
Arleen McAfferty, Librarian, Pittsburgh Morrow PreK-5



\NWW.r-ifbittsbur-gﬁ-org
12.324.8022

In 2010-2011, we served twenty-four daycares and five public housing communities, loaning over 3,700
books and giving an additional 4,700 books to keep! Our Storymobile also visited 20 community
events and festivals allowing us to increase our presence and our impact on the children, families,

and communities that we serve.

“I thawk You for making my children readers. They love reading books now.”

Head Teacher, Pamela’s Day Care
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Individual Donors

(51,000 - $4,999)

Katherine and Russell Ayres |lI
Kim Johnson

Edwin Kilpela

Mary McDonough

Eliza and Hugh Nevin

Linda and Henry Pool

($250 - $999)

Ann and Csaba Balazs
Nancy Bernstein
Alice Bright
Joseph Burke
Connie Cesario
Frances Cohen-Knoerdel
Patricia and Richard Cutkosky
Georgene and Anthony DeFilippo
James Donnell
Joan Friedberg
Richard and Sue Herchenroether
Georgia and Robert Hernandez
Dennis and Ann Kairys Irvine
Frances Johnston
Joseph Karas
Kim Lincoln
Catherine and Mark Loevner
John Lovelace
Mary Denison and
Christopher Mark
Joan and Charles Marstiller
R.James Mercer
Lauren and Matthew Mohn
Jacqui and Jeffrey Morby
Liz and Joel Nelson
Robert Panagulias
Kathy and David Pratt
Barbara Rudiak
Melissa Dodge and
Mark Rutherford
Ann and Eric Schneidewind
Elizabeth and David Segel
Lynne Chadwick and
Peter Trotsch
Rae and G.Richard Tucker
Katie Vargo
Karlyn Voss
Alan Waggoner
Rebecca and Richard Zahren

($100 - $249)

Susan and Warren Apollon
Terri and Michael Aquilina
Claire Ashkin
Amy and Terrence Bilkey
Miriam Boyd
Arlene and William Brandeis
Mr.and Mrs. Charles Brodbeck
Jennifer Brodt
Yvonne Campos
Lynn Clarke
Ellen and Jeffrey Cohen
Renee and Peter Crespan
Victoria Dezort
East End Book Club
Saundra Echtler
Kathleen Ryan and

James Elson
Susan Geyer
Lynn and Jean-Luc Glorieux
Laurie Graham
Paula Hall
Gail and Greg Harbaugh
Alana Renee Holland
Barbara Johnstone
Abass Kamara
Norna and Matt Kissane
Lawrence and Claire Levine
Sarah Minnard and

Walter Limbach

Andrea and Michael Lowenstein

Nancy and James Lutz
Marylinda Maddi

Louise and Michael Malakoff
Hilary Masters

Joan and James McAnulty
Priscila McNulty

Mary Jo Meenen

Carol and Paul Meese
Carolyn and Marc Mendelson
Kimberly and James Meyers
Ann and Kimball Mohn
Muriel Moreland

Mary Anne Murphy

Elsie and Alex Murray
Marianne Novy

Elliott Oshry

Ruth Ann and Ralph Papa
Lori and Louis Plung
Gregory and Patricia Polansky
Jacqueline Primas

Daryl Putman

Marirose and John Radelet
Sharon and Joseph Radelet
Cheryl and Hank Rettger

David Rhing
Marcie and Steven Ritter
Jean and Brooks Robinson
Elizabeth Scaggs
Karen and Gregory Shumaker
Jane Hepner and Leonard Silk
Bob and Jean Simmonds
Nancy Skeans
Judy Wolfe and John Soffietti
David Sogg
Deborah Moss and
Keith Somers
Kathy and Leonard Stept
Elizabeth Taaffe
Patricia and John Tierney
Joanie Tishman
Carlee Vargo
Robert K.Wagner
Donna and Mike Wallace
Carla and John Weidman
Pamela Weiss
Marianne and Philip Wion
Mary Ann McDunn and
Wesley Yang
Hugh D.and Alice C.Young
Ken and Caroline Zenkevich

($50-$99)

JoAnn Baram
Steve Baram
Joanne Beckman
Anne and Henry Bent
Mary and Donald Block
Jan Boyer
Bernadette Brenkus
Debra Brindis
Rhonda and Mitchell Brourman
Heather Douglass Burtch
Cheryl and Randall Casciola
Peter Trotsch and
Lynne Chadwick
Barbara and Orrean Chew
Thomas E.Cummings and
Mary E.Lang
Thomas DeFilippo
Roseanne Kaelin and
Richard Easler
Jane and Michael Fleischauer
Elizabeth Fleischer
Marsha and Robert Fidoten
Madeleine Fitch
Jack Garrow

Jacqueline and Edward Gerjuoy

William Ghrist

Susan and Charles Greenberg
Iris and Christoph Harlan
J.Stephen Hast
Ellen and Donald Jukes
Lori and Gary Kaplan
Frank Kirkwood
Debra Demchak and
William Kline
Sue Berman and Doug Kress
Marilyn and Earl Latterman
Janet Markel and
Barry Lhormer
Lawrence Marcello
Ellen Mass
Rob and Janet McCartney
Kevin and Linda McGrath
Olga Minton
Phyllis Mizel
Anne Molloy
Carol Mueller
Jeanne and Scotti Mulert
Elizabeth Rambeau and
Matthew Peterson
Susan and Glen Roberts
Pamela Roberts
Joyce Rothermel
Frank Schipani
Mary Beth and Paul Skylar
Jeffrey Spear
Danielle and Chuck Staresinic
Patricia Mooney and
Alan Steinberg
Beverly and Michael Steinfeld
Linda and Thomas Sukitsch
Julianna and Millard
Underwood
Sara and Larry Walsh
Wilma and Lincoln Wolfenstein
Barbara Harris Wright
Ann and Paul Wynblatt
H.J. Zoffer

($1-549)

Gwendolyn Allen

Joan Anderson

Amy Apel

Ronna and Harry Back

Marguerite and Clifford
Barraclough

Sarah Beasley

Natalie and Richard Berger

Patti and Sandy Berman

Rose and Ed Berman

Edith Blattner

Michelle and Aaron Bisno

Sylvia and Sidney Busis

Linda Campbell

Joan and Harold Chelemer

Jane and Charles Coleman



Picture Book Level
(continued)

Mimi Frey
Hazel and Joseph Cope
David Crawley
Joyce Diamondstone
Susan and David Fair
Louise Farbman
Leslie Frischman
Ellen and Michael Goldstein
Marilyn Fitzgerald and
Jonathan Han
Gloria Janavitz
Allen Janis
Holly Maurer-Klein and
Paul Klein
Nancy Langer
Stephen Lear
Irene Luchinsky
Kelley Maloney
Carol and Milton Manes
Fredi and Monroe Miller
Karen Morris
Merril and Ed Nash
Esther and Harvey Nathanson
Ellen Packel
Martha Pasula
Diane and Gerard Patterson
Joyce and Ernest Pearl
Margaret Pedersen
Jeffrey Pollock
Kathleen and Michael Prentiss
Geri Recht
Mary Lou Ruttle
Mary and Robert Ryan
The Sachs Family
Mary Salzmann
Lynn Sanborne
Janet Sargert
Eleanor Schoenberger
Rochelle and J.Daniel Seigel
Christine and Emmett Smith
Suzanne Smolin
Amy Spear
Shirley and Bertrand Stolzer
Patricia Stover
Thea and Richard Stover
Julia Swartzentruber
Toby Tabachnick
Camille Toth
Susan and Fred Utech
Dot and Marvin Wedeen
Jane Werner
Elaine and Joseph Wertheim
Michael Wilck
Romona Winston
Tobey Wolken
Danila Woolley
Elise and Charles Yanders
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