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Dear Friends,

In Mo Willems’ Today I Will Fly, which always gets classrooms of 
children giggling, the main character, Piggie, has a very ambitious 
goal: Piggie proudly announces that she will do the impossible and 
take to the skies by the day’s end. She knows that flying is a daunting 
task, particularly for a pig, but she enlists a few friends to help her 
along the way. 

Like our friend Piggie, we have a lofty goal here at RIF Pittsburgh. We 
are working to reduce the literacy gap and inspire a life-long love of 
reading in the economically disadvantaged children in our community. 
And, like Piggie, we have made significant strides this past year. With 
the help of our partners, volunteers, and donors, we have expanded 
our programming, deepened our impact, and sparked a passion for
reading in children across our city.

In 2012-2013, we launched our second Storymobile into service, 
brought the Everybody Wins! program to a new school, and continued 
to grow and deepen our presence in our six targeted communities. We 
saw record numbers of children and families in the eight public housing 
communities that we served this summer, where many were skeptical 
about our ability to make real, meaningful impact. We worked to fully 
leverage our programming, to fortify strategic partnerships, and to build 
a firm, holistic network of literacy services in our community. I am thrilled 
with the progress that we have made. 

Every day we see the evidence of our impact. From children who read 
their new books at recess, to students who make birthday cards for their 
mentors, to families who never fail to come onto the Storymobile, even 
in the snow! 

Of course, we could never have come this far, or flown this high, without 
the support of our partners, volunteers, donors, and the community. 
Thank you for believing in our mission and supporting our efforts to 
close the literacy gap. 

I hope that you enjoy looking through our Annual Report, which 
summarizes our program activities over the past year. I look forward to  
the new heights that we hope to achieve in the upcoming year.

Warmly,

Florri Ladov
Executive Director
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 EVERYBODY WINS!



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

REST OF CITY
Books for Keeps
programs
7,813 Children Served
36 Sites Visited
21,675 Books Given

NORTH SIDE
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
6,340 Children Served
28 Sites Visited
15,321 Books Given
2,556 Books Loaned
97 Mentors Recruited

SOUTH SIDE
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
3,079 Children Served
16 Sites Visited
8,578 Books Given
1,739 Books Loaned
29 Mentors Recruited

HILL DISTRICT
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
2,798 Children Served
23 Sites Visited
6,478 Books Given
3,985 Books Loaned
36 Mentors Recruited

HOMEWOOD
Books for Keeps,
Everybody Wins! and 
Storymobile programs
1,762 Children Served
8 Sites Visited
4,360 Books Given
1,092 Books Loaned
19 Mentors Recruited

EAST LIBERTY
Books for Keeps, Read 
to Your Family, and 
Storymobile programs
1,639 Children Served
12 Sites Visited
5,033 Books Given
1,434 Books Loaned

WILKINSBURG
Books for Keeps 
and Storymobile
programs
1,353 Children Served
9 Sites Visited
4,166 Books Given
863 Books Loaned

Recent studies have shown that in low-income 
communities, there is only one book available for 
every 300 children. In fact, the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) reports that nearly 
two-thirds of economically disadvantaged children 
do not have any books in their homes. 

In 2013, the NCES’ annual Reading Report
stated that 32% of all fourth graders in the United 
States could not read at even the basic level. 
The report went on to note that children from 
economically disadvantaged families perform 
significantly lower than other children in school, 
especially in reading. 

The situation here in Pittsburgh is no different. 
According to A+ Schools’ 2012 annual Report to 
the Community, a significant literacy gap exists 
for economically disadvantaged students in 
Pittsburgh, placing thousands of our city’s 
children at risk of academic failure. This report
shows that more than 50% of economically 
disadvantaged children in the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools’ elementary schools cannot read at grade 
level.

Reading Is FUNdamental (RIF) Pittsburgh 
addresses these critical needs in our community 
by providing children with access to self-selected 
books, creating positive environments that motivate 
children to develop a life-long love of reading, and 
engaging families in literacy practices for the home. 
Our research-based programs work to bridge the 
local literacy gap and spark a life-long love of 
reading in the children that we serve.

Today, all of our programs are thriving, and RIF
Pittsburgh is now armed with an arsenal of 
services that allows us to more effectively tackle 
the literacy challenges that our community faces. 
Our goal is to ensure that all four of our programs 
are fully integrated, building upon each other to 
create a web of services aimed at mitigating the 
literacy gap. We are continuing to saturate targeted 
neighborhoods with as many of our programs as 
possible, creating an environment that will enable a 
child to be exposed to RIF programs from 
two years of age through their teens. 
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The Storymobile leads the efforts of our 
other programs, and has become the 
cornerstone of our organizational strategy.
Our target Storymobile neighborhoods 
(East Liberty, Homewood, Hill District, North 
Side, South Side, and Wilkinsburg) have 
become the focus areas for our entire 
organization, and we are working to 
introduce Books for Keeps, Read to Your Family, 
and Everybody Wins! into as many appropriate 
sites in these communities as possible. The 
Storymobile is a highly visible sign of our work in 
these communities, and the layering of multiple RIF 
Pittsburgh programs gives “hands and feet” to our 
efforts. This layering allows us to provide the 
children with a comprehensive, holistic literacy 
experience, touching them over and over and over, 
beginning at two years of age and beyond!



REST OF CITY
Books for Keeps
programs
7,813 Children Served
36 Sites Visited
21,675 Books Given

NORTH SIDE
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
6,340 Children Served
28 Sites Visited
15,321 Books Given
2,556 Books Loaned
97 Mentors Recruited

SOUTH SIDE
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
3,079 Children Served
16 Sites Visited
8,578 Books Given
1,739 Books Loaned
29 Mentors Recruited

HILL DISTRICT
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
2,798 Children Served
23 Sites Visited
6,478 Books Given
3,985 Books Loaned
36 Mentors Recruited

HOMEWOOD
Books for Keeps,
Everybody Wins! and 
Storymobile programs
1,762 Children Served
8 Sites Visited
4,360 Books Given
1,092 Books Loaned
19 Mentors Recruited

EAST LIBERTY
Books for Keeps, Read 
to Your Family, and 
Storymobile programs
1,639 Children Served
12 Sites Visited
5,033 Books Given
1,434 Books Loaned

Storymobile programs

WILKINSBURG
Books for Keeps 
and Storymobile
programs
1,353 Children Served
9 Sites Visited
4,166 Books Given
863 Books Loaned
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OUTSIDE OF CITY
Books for Keeps
programs
1,862 Children Served
11 Sites Visited
6,273 Books Given



BOOKS FOR KEEPS

Each year, this program puts over 64,000 
self-selected books directly in the hands of 
more than 20,000 economically 
disadvantaged children in our community.

As part of this program, children at over 140 schools, 
preschools, community centers, and afterschool 
programs participated in 3-5 Reading Celebrations 
throughout the course of the year. Designed to 
engage children in the joy of reading and learning, 
Reading Celebrations pair storytimes with fun, 
motivational activities such as crafts, games, and 
even science experiments! Often, we tailor these 
celebrations to complement and supplement the 
subjects that students are covering in their 
classrooms, allowing us to extend their learning 
through fun, meaningful activities. At the end of each 
Reading Celebration, children get to pick their very 
own book to take home and keep, from a selection 
that includes award-winning, nonfiction, and 
multicultural titles!

Last year, we hosted some truly spectacular 
Reading Celebrations! We brought local author 
Sydelle Pearl to Pittsburgh King to talk with fourth 
graders about her career as an author, planted 
seeds with preschoolers at Pittsburgh Conroy, and 
introduced students at several sites to the fun of 
the Mattress Factory! We even brought a real 
live dragon to classrooms across our city. 

By combining literature with art, music, creative 
writing, and even dance, RIF Pittsburgh works to 
ignite a passion for reading and learning that will 
follow children throughout their education. 
These positive reading experiences are especially 
critical for children at-risk of educational failure, 
helping to provide them with the tools they need to 
succeed in school, and beyond.
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In an effort to layer our programming, we have also 
brought the Books for Keeps program to our 
Storymobile sites! Four times each year, instead of 
choosing a book to borrow until the next visit, 
students select their own book to keep! In March, 
preschool children got Wild about Books during their 
celebration, while older children read a selection 
from The Name of This Book is Secret by 
Pseudonymous Bosch and participated in some 
scientific “magic” tricks. Children love their extra 
special Storymobile visit, and teachers have
indicated that the Reading Celebrations also help 
children to build literacy and social-behavioral skills, 
while having fun!

Additionally, our Books for Keeps “Math and 
Science” program continues to be 
overwhelmingly popular! As part of this 
program, over 2,300 children participated 
in fun and interactive Math and Science Reading 
Celebrations throughout the year. These 
celebrations featured a special read-aloud story 
that explored a math or science theme, and we 
covered topics ranging from the environment to 
health to nature, and more! We even brought in 
some of our community partners, like ALCOSAN, 
RiverQuest, and Snapology, to make these 
celebrations even more special and to introduce
children to careers in STEM fields. As children 
hypothesized, estimated, observed, predicted, and 
measured, they formed meaningful connections 
between what they experienced through the story 
and what they experienced in the world around them. 
Our take-home book selections for these Reading 
Celebrations also include a selection of math and 
science titles.

All of the teachers who responded to our 
surveys indicated that the Books for Keeps 

In the 2012-2013 program year, our largest program, 
Books for Keeps, continued to foster a life-long love 

of reading in the children in our community.
 

 



program is having a positive impact on the 
children in their classrooms. A classroom 
assistant at Pittsburgh Concord said, “Any child 
will love a book to call his/her own. Especially 
when they get a choice.” The vast majority of 
teachers surveyed indicated that they were 
confident that the children read their books at 
home and many noted that students discussed 
their new books during class time. Teachers that 
responded also gave high ratings to the selection 
of books available and found our outreach activities 
to be highly motivating for students. Another 
Concord teacher commented, “The children LOVE 
to have stories read to them - it helps promote 
literacy, comprehension and re-telling skills.”

Teachers that responded saw the Books for Keeps 
program as a rewarding experience for their 
students. Many noted that while there are some 
students who have been exposed to books or 
reading with a family member, a lot of the children 
lived in homes where they did not own any books. 
The program allowed children to have a sense 
of ownership through the books they received and 
were able to keep. As the librarian at Pittsburgh 
Liberty said, “Students were very excited 
about getting a ‘forever’ book they could keep 
and not worry about returning to the library. 
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[If not for RIF Pittsburgh], some students would 
never get to own their own.”

The children that we served also said that they loved 
the Books for Keeps program! When asked about 
their favorite part, we received a variety of 
responses ranging from “[when they] read us a story,” 
to “[when they] let us have our own book,” to “they 
were all my favorite,” to “the dragon we had in our 
class,” in reference to a visiting reptile and 
animal-themed activity. The children also indicated 
that, over the course of the year, they read most 
or all of their RIF books at home.

Finally, the parents that responded to our surveys 
also found the Books for Keeps program to be 
highly impactful for students, reporting that their 
children were excited to bring new books home 
and that their children read most or all of their 
new books. Additionally, the majority of parents 
also reported reading Books for Keeps books at 
home with their children. A parent whose children 
attend the Urban League of Pittsburgh Charter 
School said, “I do not always have money for 
books for my children. In fact, 90% of the books 
they have were given through these types of 
programs.”



EVERYBODY WINS!

During the 2012-2013 school year, this 
lunchtime literacy and mentoring program 
paired 187 first, second, and third graders 
with 181 volunteer reading mentors to share 
lunch, conversation, and good books each 
week. We expanded the program into a new 
school, Pittsburgh Faison, and added a reading 
day at one of our existing schools, Pittsburgh 
Weil. 

Over the course of the year, we watched 
relationships grow, smiles cross participants’ 
faces, and students discover the joy of getting 
lost in a really good book. In fact, the pairs at 
Pittsburgh Faison, Pittsburgh King, Pittsburgh 
Phillips, and Pittsburgh Weil read more than 
4,350 stories together!

We continue to be amazed by the strength of 
these relationships and how quickly students and 
mentors grow to trust each other. Students are 
continually asking their teachers, “Is Everybody 
Wins! today?” and it is seen as a special privilege 
to be able to participate in the program. 
 
One of our favorite projects last year was the 
creation of our Everybody Wins! Storybox. With 
support from the United Way of Allegheny County, 
we commissioned the Saturday Light Brigade to
interview a select number students and mentors 
to reflect on the memories they made through 
the year. One pair we talked to, Juli Milan and 
Nya, who read at Pittsburgh Phillips, first met in 
mid-October. When we talked to them in March, 
they had already grown very close:
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 I’m Juli Milan, I’m 53, and I’m a stay-at-home mom. 

My name is Nya, I’m 7 years old, and I live in 
Pittsburgh. We’re Reading Buddies at Pittsburgh 
Phillips.
 
Juli: Nya, what do you like best about the program? 

Nya: That I get to read with you a lot, and that I 
         have a friend to talk to….What do you like 
         best about the program?

Juli: I think the best thing about the program is 
       meeting you guys. I came thinking that I was 
       going to read books, which I enjoy doing, 
       and instead, I get see you every week and 
       hear you read. 

Nya: I like having friends in school that I can talk to 
        and spend time with, but I don’t typically read 
        with them. You’re like a best friend to me.  

In addition to testimonies like Juli and Nya’s, 
mentors, teachers, and parents also let us know 
that the program is making meaningful impact on 
students’ reading skills! 

In our year-end surveys, 49% of mentors that 
responded reported seeing their students increase 
their confidence in reading, 58% saw noticeable 
improvement in their students’ reading skills, 
and 21% observed their students demonstrating 
interest in more advanced books over the course 
of the year. As one mentor at Pittsburgh King noted, 
“I was very happy with how [my Reading Buddy] 
improved over the year—at the beginning of the 
year, he did not want to read anything aloud…By 
the end of the year, he read entire books to me.”

It’s official. Our third year of operating the 
Everybody Wins! program was our most successful yet!

 



Finally, all of the teachers who completed our survey
indicated that Everybody Wins! supports their work 
in the classroom by increasing reading motivation, 
promoting oral reading fluency, and emphasizing 
vocabulary. Mr. Saphr, a teacher at Pittsburgh Faison, 
said that he “loved the excitement and sense of 
ownership this gave the students; ‘My book! My 
mentor!’ Something good was happening in their lives. 
The mentors were wonderful.”

By increasing access to books, celebrating reading 
in a positive environment, and engaging community 
volunteers, parents, and families, Everybody Wins! 
works to bridge the literacy gap.

The students who responded reported an 
increase in their reading motivation, in their 
reading skills, and in their reading at home. 

Parents confirmed that the program impacted their 
children beyond the classroom, increasing students’ 
interest in books and enthusiasm for reading. One 
parent of a third grade student at Pittsburgh Faison 
said, “[My daughter] really showed a 100% 
improvement in her reading skills,” while another 
Faison parent said, “She has brought up her 
reading grade which was a big goal for us…she 
has come a long way.”



STORYMOBILE

In bi-weekly visits, this lending library-on-wheels 
travels to early childhood centers, PreK and 
kindergarten classrooms, afterschool programs, and
public housing communities to engage children, 
families, and educators with motivational and skill 
building literacy programming. 

RIF Pittsburgh took over the Storymobile program 
in 2010, and we are happy to report that in the last 
year, the program served more than 3,250 
children and families and loaned them nearly 
12,000 books! We also gave an additional 2,400 
books to children and families at 40 community 
events and festivals throughout the city.

After a comprehensive initial evaluation, we set out 
to reshape and rebuild the program, with the goal of 
transforming the Storymobile into a valued, and 
thriving, community asset. The first two years of 
operation were filled with innovation, program 
development, and team building, leading to our 
current model of service and the launch of our 
second Storymobile in September 2012.

In the 2012-2013 program year, the Storymobile 
visited 54 sites in our community, including 27 
childcare centers, 6 schools, 13 afterschool 
programs, and 8 public housing communities. 
We also provided professional development 
training and modeled best literacy practices for 
almost 300 educators.

We spent the last year developing new, engaging 
programming designed to build literacy skills and 
get children excited about reading and learning.
This programming is cumulative, building upon itself 
with each visit, while also supporting educators’ work 
in their classrooms and childcare centers. Using  
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stories, songs, games, and technology, the 
Storymobile staff supports children as they develop 
language, literacy, and social-behavioral skills. We 
have built strong, engaging programming that is 
developmentally appropriate, takes into account 
the latest trends in educational research, and 
supports broader academic goals, including 
kindergarten readiness. 

For example, during our “Animals” theme this 
summer, the children listened to “Sleep Big Bear 
Sleep,” a story about a bear that refused to 
hibernate. Afterwards, our Storymobile team used 
our iPads to play audio clips of various animals that 
hibernate. The kids also had to guess which animal 
made the sound from pictures displayed on a felt 
board. This activity helped the children to develop 
their vocabulary by introducing them to new words 
and animals. 

For older children, this lesson included some 
science activities to help build their content 
knowledge and develop comprehension skills. When 
we discussed hibernating animals, we explored how 
blubber would keep animals warm in the winter time. 
We filled a bag with Crisco and had the children 
wrap their hands in another bag. They placed their 
hand in the Crisco bag and then quickly dunked it 
into ice water. The children were surprised when 
they discovered that they could not feel the ice 
water because the Crisco, acting as blubber, kept 
their hand warm. 

With support from The Buhl Foundation, we 
purchased an entirely new collection for our vehicles. 
We collaborated with an advisory committee of 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh children’s librarians to 
conduct a complete review of our lending library 
inventory. We worked to ensure that we had a 

The Storymobile program offers RIF Pittsburgh a 
unique opportunity to engage low-income families 

and children in their own neighborhoods. 
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in reading and the Storymobile really helps with that.
Choosing their own books makes them feel special. 
And the stories and activities help to build their 
skills.” The vast majority of educators indicated that 
the children read their borrowed books frequently, 
and the selection of books available in our collection 
was rated very highly.

We also surveyed the children that we serve to 
gauge their perceptions of the program. The 
children that responded said that they loved the 
Storymobile program, and when asked about their 
favorite part, we received a variety of responses 
ranging from “bringing books home,” to “they read
books to me,” to “having fun,” to “playing games with 
my friends and teachers.” The children also 
indicated that, over the course of the year, they read 
most or all of their borrowed books, increased the 
amount they read on their own, and saw 
improvement in their reading skills. 

comprehensive, high-quality selection of current, 
high interest, age-appropriate, award-winning, and 
multicultural books available for children to borrow! 
We also expanded our collection of teacher 
resources, offering professional development 
materials and “theme bags,” which are collections 
of books, activity ideas, and educational materials 
surrounding specific themes.

We have received overwhelmingly positive feedback 
about our successes so far!

In our year-end surveys, all of the educators that 
responded indicated that the Storymobile program 
is having a positive impact on the children in 
their classrooms. As one staff member at the 
Hamilton/Larimer Beverly Jewel Wall Lovelace 
afterschool program said, “I believe the 
Storymobile is the most crucial part of our 
program. So many of our children are so far behind
 

 



READ TO YOUR FAMILY

Designed to engage parents and caregivers in 
their children’s reading development while 
encouraging children to become proficient readers, 
this program gives families the opportunity to 
share the excitement of reading a book together, 
helping to strengthen the learning experience in 
the home.

Research indicates that parent and family 
involvement are crucial for developing literacy. 
The combination of access to books and a positive 
family environment that encourages good reading 
habits can have a huge impact on motivating 
children to read. According to a study conducted 
by the College Board, reading is more dependent 
on learning activities in the home than is math or 
science (1994). Reading aloud to children is 
critical to preparing them for reading on their own. 
However, less than half of families read to their 
kindergarten-age children on a daily basis 
(NCES 2000).

The Read to Your Family program motivates 
students to read outside of the classroom by 
working with teachers and administrators to provide 
a system of incentives for students and their 
families each time that they read a book together 
at home. From gold stars posted on the classroom 
wall to opportunities to win a “RIF-fle” with 
educational games and prizes, this program 
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emphasizes the importance of strong literacy,  
while adding another layer of reading motivation 
for children.

In the 2012-2013 program year, Read to Your 
Family students and families shared over 6,300 
stories together! 

Last summer, we also piloted a new model for 
the Read to Your Family program, which was very 
successful! We teamed up with three Beverly Jewel 
Wall Lovelace afterschool programs in the housing 
communities of Bedford Dwellings, Northview 
Heights, and Oak Hill and launched Storymobile 
STARS to boost family engagement and 
combat summer learning loss. This incentive-based 
program challenged children to read 10-15 books 
over the summer on their own and write book 
reviews summarizing the stories they read. Each 
time the children reached a 5-book benchmark, they 
were rewarded and recognized. Younger children 
were encouraged to read books with a family 
member. 

We were thrilled when students enthusiastically 
took on this challenge, showing up with new book 
reports each week. In Northview Heights alone, 
almost 50 children participated! We were so 
encouraged by our initial success that we are
continuing this program throughout the entire year!

The Read to Your Family program is a vehicle to 
integrate reading into everyday life and

is focused on developing families of readers.  

 





Individual Donors

Collection Level
($1,000 - $4,999)

Kevin Acklin
Russ and Kathy Ayres
Ritchie Battle
Nancy Bernstein
Cary Blancett and 
          Denise Dufour
Randall Crawford
Mark Rutherford and 
         Melissa Dodge
Nicholas Galizia
Matt Harbaugh
Karen J. Maresch
Mary McDonough
Jessica H. O'Brien
Francis X. Solano, Jr. MD

Series Level
($250 - $999)

Anonymous (1 donor)
Thomas and Marian Allen
Nick and Bernice Andrews
Mary Louise and 
          Chip Babst
Csaba and Ann Balazs
Ms. Joanne H. Beckman
Marvin L. Bellin
Arlene Brandeis
Alice Bright
Alice Buchanan
Joseph Burke
Connie Cesario
Lynne Chadwick
Tom Dowling
Leslie Fleischner
David Gerson
Lynn Glorieux
Henderson Brothers
Pittsburgh Backgammon 
          Club 
Richard and Susan 
          Herchenroether
Georgia Hernandez
William Hulley
Bryan and Janine Iams
Anne Kairys Irvine
Barbara Johnstone
Abass Kamara
Betsy and Bob 
          Kampmeinert
Julie Kant
Mr. and Mrs. Kilpela
Matt and Norna Kissane

Stephen Kohr
JoEllen and Fred Leech
Jon and Tracy Levy
Marylinda Maddi
Pace and 
        Michelle Markowitz
Charles and Joan Marstiller
Lynn Kent McIlroy
Rod and Barbara McMahon
R. James Mercer
Matt Mohn, Esq.
Mark and Suzanne Morrison
Thomas Motsch
Joel and Liz Nelson
Eliza Nevin
Richard and Beth Nolle
Elliott Oshry
Robert and Lillian 
          Panagulias
Kathleen Patrinos
Louis Plung
Mike and Ashley Porreca
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Riordan
Clifford R. Rowe
Caryn Rubinoff
James Elson and 
          Kathleen Ryan
Laurie G. Shearer
Nancy Skeans
Joseph M. Smierciak
Lara Washington
Meisha Watkins
Drs. John C. and 
          Carla S. Weidman
R. Stanton Wettick and 
          Nancy Hazlett
Robin Ziegler

Novel Level
($100 - $249)

Anonymous (9 donors)
Holiday Adair
Jean Alexander
Michael and Terri Aquilina
Joann Aurand
Don and Sue Bialostosky
Terrence and Amy Bilkey
Mr. and Mrs. G. William 
          Bissell
Mike and Susan Boyle
Jen and Brooks Broadhurst
Charles and Jill Brodbeck
Jennifer Brodt
Rosella Broff
Heather Burtch

Marc Mendelson
Mark and Amy Meyer
John and Susan Mihm
Muriel Moreland
Kirk and Leslie Morrison
Dave and Joann Morrison
Judy Moser
Mary Anne Murphy
June and David Nimick
Daniel and Lisa Nydick
Maureen O'Brien
Richard and Margaret 
          Oswant
Robert and Barbara Park
David Sogg
Robert and Donna Paul
Melanie M. Phillips
Gregory and Patricia 
          Polansky
Alan Pretter
Jacqueline Primas
Marirose Radelet
Randal Rains
Mr. and Mrs. Keith and 
          Mary Reabe
Henry and Cheryl Rettger
Cynthia and Jerome Richey
Steven Ritter
Jean Robinson
Susan Rockman
Laraine Rodney
Elizabeth Scaggs
Linda M. Schmandt
Robert Sclabassi
Marion Silbert
Leonard Silk
Martin Silverman
Henry Simonds
Luke Skurman
Francis Soen
Mel and Marcia Solomon
Suzanne Steitz
Gary and Rona M. Sterling
Ray Stoner
Thomas and Linda Sukitsch
Matthew Teplitz
Spencer and Wendy Todd
Dana Tomcanin
William Troup
G. Richard and Rae H. Tucker
Mary Tuttle
Neil and Hannah Van Horn
Katherine Vargo
Sybil P. Veeder
Michael and Clare Vranesevic
Robert K Wagner
Pamela Weiss
Philip K. Wion
Lincoln and Wilma 
          Wolfenstein
Lori K. Woodbury
Johanna K. Yoho
Richard and Rebecca Zahren

Jeffrey and Ellen Cohen
Joseph Cope
Jere Cowden
Craig Davis
Margaret DeArdo
Stacy Leshock Dee
Debra Demchak
Christopher Mark and 
          Mary Denison
Charlene Devlin
J. Christopher and  
          Ann Donahue
Richard Earley
Saundra Echtler & Family
Jeffrey A. Emerick
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. 
          Everett
Michael and Kathryn Fine
Katie Fitzgerald
Dawn and Chris Fleischner
Anthony Fonseca
Lisa Forgas
Frederick and Melinda 
          Geiger
Edward Gerjuoy
Susan Geyer
William and Margaret 
          Ghrist
Elliot M. Gill
Ed and Mary Ann Graf
Susan I. Greenberg
Paula Hall
William and Melissa Hallett
Anna Harbin
Kathryn Heffernan
Kenneth and Joan Horoho
John and Paula Hotz
Jonathan C. Iams
Elizabeth Jobe
Philip Joyce
Easler Family
Ann Kelton
Alexandra Kinzler
Valerie Kramer and 
          Tom Brooks
Carl and Elaine Krasik
Edward Lang
William and Nancy Latshaw
Mary Beth Leech
Alan and Sharon Lesgold
Roslyn M. Litman
Wendy Lomicka
John Lovelace
Louise B. Lytle
Lawrence Marcello
Brian Martin
Joyce Martinson
James and Judith Matheny
James and Joan McAnulty
Kenneth McCrory
Mary Ann McDunn
Paul and Carol Meese

Page 12



Chapter Book Level
($50 - $99)

Anonymous (3 donors)
Ties and Jorunn Allersma
Madalon Amenta
Claire Ashkin
Joseph Balaban
Patricia Bauccio
Saul Bendersky
Loretta Benec
Henry and Anne Bent
Richard and Natalie Berger
Bart Bertocci
Angel and Maria Bilbao
Maureen E. Blair
Eric Blazer
Donald and Mary Block
Charlotte Bluestone
Kaylyn Boca
Allison Bonidy
Miriam A. Botkin
Bernadette Brenkus
Mitchell and Ronda 
          Brourman
Rose Buckwalter
Sylvia and Sidney Busis
Tiffany Byrne
Eliott and Ellen Calig
Keith and Christine Cameron
James Roberts and 
          Judith Caplan
Ron Carmassi
Randall and Cheryl 
          Casciola
Barbara Chew
Tricia Chicka
James Chrise
Susan Clark
Lynn Clarke
Jon Pushinsky and 
          Jean Clickner
Laurence Comden
Thomas and Judy Conroy
Mary Frances Cooper
Beth Ann Cushanide
Lucille E. Dabney
Marc Daffner
Jon J. Danzak
Emma DeBenedetti
Kim Deceder
Michael and Julie Dever
Sandra Doyle
Wendy and Steve Feinstein
Peter Fernie
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Fidoten
Meghan Fisher
Roslynn M. Fitzgerald
Eileen Flinn
Toby Frank
Jim Frantz

Pamela Fratangelo
Ted and Lisa Frick
Peter Fuscaldo
Steve Gagne
Jan Grice and 
          Donald Marinelli
Gail Groninger
Glenn and Kristin Groninger
Anne Hawkins
Joe and Sue Herman
Chad Hicks
Jane Hitchins
Edgar and Donna Holtz
Catherine A. Hornak
Lawrence and Elizabeth 
          Howard
James and Patricia Iams
Mark Incorvati
Walter and Irene Jacob
David James
Justin and Florence Johnson
Natalie and Larry Kaplan
Katie Kirkpatrick
Virginia Lambeth
Thomas Cummings and 
          Mary Lang
Earl and Marilyn Latterman
Lawrence and Claire Levine
Irene Luchinsky
Ron Lupish
James Lutton
Patrick and Sherron Lynch
Neil and Ruth MacKay
Kathleen Mahoney
Janet Markel
Barbara Marryshow
Lori and Tony Massaro
Robert and Janet
         McCartney
Kevin McGrath
Dennis McManus
Thomas Medsger
Ann Metzger
Heather Michael
Anne Molloy
Carol Mueller
Esther and Harvey 
         Nathanson
Jeremy Neuhart
Desmond O'Connor
Ralph and Ruth Ann Papa
Scott and Kate Parker
Linda Pasquini
Abigail Ploeger
Steven and Carolyn Radelet
Constance Rapp
James and Louise Rudolph
Mary Lou Ruttle
Nadene Sales
Laverna M. Saunders
Virginia W. Schatz

Lisa Dennis
Joyce F. Diamondstone
Jane Dorman
Sandra Early
Andy and Darcy Field
Daniel and Anita Fine
Michael A. Golia
Chris Gove
Lisa Grandstaff
Alfred and Arlene Grubbs
Jeanne Hanchett
Nancy T. Harris
Marshall Hershberg
Lisa Holman
Nicole Hopeman
Dwight Howes and 
          Sara White
Linda Iams
Gloria Janavitz
Linda Juhascik
Ellen Teri Kaplan Goldstein
Kenneth Kotovsky
Ellen Kretchmar
Mario and Susan Lanna
D. Latulippe
Michael and Andrea 
          Lowenstein
David Lyle
Bernard and Stephanie 
          Mallinger
Dr. and Mrs. Martin 
          Markowitz
Linda Lee Merriman
Laura Meszaros
Larry Miller
David and Momoko Mills
Courtney C. Murray
Brian O'Neill
Jacob Phillips
Marisa Pompeo
Kim and John Power
Jeffrey and Karen Rasmussen
Pamela Roberts
Susan Roberts
Gerald I. Rosenfeld
Marcia Rosenthal
Joyce Rothermel
Robert and Mary Ryan
Roslyn Sachs
Jennifer Schnakenberg
Ellie Schoenberger
Audrey Schoenwald
Daniel and Shelley Seigel
Ed and Nancy Sheehan
Seymour and Rhoda Sikov
Sonja Simonson
Greg and Christine Smith
Timothy D. Smith
Suzanne Smolin
David and Carol Steinbach
Leslie Anne Stokan

Alexis Teagarden
Phyllis Timins
Rosalyn and Albert Treger
Millard Julianna Underwood
Sunday Varley
Mark Wanczak
Diana Williams
Tobey Wolken
Jeff and Laura Young

Other
($1 - $25)

Anonymous
Kimberly Crayton
C.C. Edmunds
Mimi Frey
Dennis Friend
Harriett Halley
Carolyn Klug
Dr.  Linda Lane
Heather Michael
Joseph and Rosemary Morrash
Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Ottenheimer
Jeffrey Lawrence Pollock
Judy Press
Mary Salzmann
Rochelle Seigel
Joy M. Swan
Fred and Susan H. Utech

Gregg Schmidt
Catharine Schmidt
Patrick and Julie Seiffert
Marvin Sirbu
Paul and Mary Beth Sklar
Jeffrey W. Spear
Nancy Sprague
Chuck and Danielle 
          Staresinic
Alan Steinberg and 
          Patricia Mooney
Michael and Beverly 
          Steinfeld
Leonard and Kathy Stept
Hayes and Patricia Stover
Megan Thompson
Camille Toth
Beverly and Neil Townsend
John and Mary Unkovic
Katy Vernacchia
Lawrence and Phyllis 
          Wechsler
Joe and Victoria Werner
Jane Werner
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
          Westerberg
Keith Wolters
Danila Woolley
Barbara H. Wright
Charles and Elise Yanders
Allison Yeske
Penny Zacharias
Harvey and Florence Zeve
Jessica Ziemski
Robert Zurcher

Picture Book Level
($25 - $49)

Anonymous (1 donor)
Patricia A. Alberti
Margie Bachman
Harry Back
Ronald E. Barchfeld
Marguerite Barraclough
Rhonda Bennett
Charles and Patricia 
          Bluestone
Susan and Fred Bortz
Shelli Bowers
Donna Brett
Jessica Brown
Sally Buncher
Linda Campbell
Harold and Joan Chelemer
Wolfgang Choyke
Don and Katie Ciccone
Meredith Colaizzi
Peter and Renee Crespan
Jackie Dempsey
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Picture Book Level
(continued)

Alexis Teagarden
Phyllis Timins
Rosalyn and Albert Treger
Millard Julianna Underwood
Sunday Varley
Mark Wanczak
Diana Williams
Tobey Wolken
Jeff and Laura Young

ABC Level
($1 - $24)

Anonymous (1 donor)
Edith Blattner
Kimberly Crayton
Phyllis Dreyfuss
Michael Fleischauer
Susan Gall
Elmer and Vivian Herman
Gloria Klein
David and Kathleen Koltas
Elizabeth Marie McLaughlin
Gerard and Diane 
          Patterson
Jeffrey L. Pollock
Carolyn Reuter
Daniel and Ina Sable
Mary Salzmann
Carol Schutte
Philip and Irene Sidel
Jeffrey Slavin
Fred Utech

Allegheny County 
          Library Association
Be 1 in a Million
Be a Middle School Mentor
Beverly Jewel Wall 
          Lovelace Afterschool 
          Programs
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
          of Greater Pittsburgh
Bookstore at Calvary 
          Episcopal Church
Boys and Girls Club 
          of Western 
          Pennsylvania
Brookline School
Carnegie Library of 
          Pittsburgh
Center for Family 
          Excellence
Children's Museum of 
          Pittsburgh
Communities in Schools
Everybody Wins! USA
Family Resources
Forbes Family Practice
Greater Pittsburgh 
          Literacy Council
Gwen's Girls
Half The Sky Pittsburgh 
          Action Group

Hill District Education 
          Council
Homeville Elementary
Homewood Children's 
          Village
Housing Authority of the 
          City of Pittsburgh
Human Services Center 
          Corporation
KEYS Service Corps
Kappa Kappa Gamma
Manchester Academic 
          Charter School
Mount Lebanon Junior 
          Women's Club
Mt. Ararat Childhood 
          Activity Center
New Hazlett Theater
Office of Child 
          Development
PAEYC
Pittsburgh Arsenal
Pittsburgh Banksville
Pittsburgh Brookline
Pittsburgh Liberty
Pittsburgh Morrow
Pittsburgh Pirates
Pittsburgh Public Schools
Pittsburgh Schaeffer
Pittsburgh Spring Hill
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Partners

Public Allies Pittsburgh
Radio Disney
Read to a Child
Reading Is FUNdamental
Ready Freddy
Reed Smith
Saturday Light Brigade 
Sister Thea Bowman 
          Catholic Academy
Snapology
Teachers Of Tomorrow Club
The Ellis School
The Fred Rogers Center
The Mentoring Partnership 
          of Southwestern 
          Pennsylvania
The Pittsburgh Project
The Pittsburgh Promise
Union Project
United Way Early Literacy 
          Task Force
Urban League of Pittsburgh 
          Charter School
Urban Pathways 
          Charter School
Western Pa. Law 
          Library Association
Women's Center and 
          Shelter of Greater 
          Pittsburgh
WQED



The Goldstone Family 
          Foundation 
The Grable Foundation
Highmark
Hillman Company
Jack Buncher Foundation
Kinder Morgan Foundation
LL Bean, Inc.
Macy’s
Massey Charitable Trust
McAuley Ministries
McSwigan Family Foundation
Merck 
Natalia Rudiak (CDBG)
Norman Alan Company
NOVA Chemicals
Pfizer Foundation
Philip Chosky Charitable & 
          Educational 
          Foundation
The Pittsburgh Foundation
PNC Chartiable Trusts
PNC Foundation
PPG Industries
The Program to Aid Citizen 
          Enterprise (PACE)
Queequeg Foundation
Rudzki Family Fund of 
          The Pittsburgh 
          Foundation
Target
United Way of Allegheny 
          County
UPMC Health Plan
US Steel
W.I. Patterson Charitable 
          Fund
William (Wil) Matthew 
          Morrow Fund of 
          The Pittsburgh 
          Foundation
William F. Gauss and 
          Lynn D. Gauss 
          Foundation

Revenues:

Expenses:

Fiscal Year ending 
      May 31, 2013

$1,315,759

$710,376

Read to 
Your Family

2.2%

Management 
and 

General
6.6%

Adjusted Revenue:
$860,759*

*Less future portions of 
multiple year grants

Government
0.5%

Individuals
7.6%

Program Service
Fee

5.6%

In-Kind, Dividends, 
and Interest

2.2%

Fundraising
8%

Foundations and 
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Alcoa Foundation
Allegheny Foundation
Allegheny Technologies
Allegheny Valley Bank
American Eagle 
          Outfitters Foundation
Anne L. and George H.
          Clapp Charitable 
          and Educational Trust
Babcock Charitable Trust
The Bank of New York 
          Mellon
Bayer USA Foundation
Bergstrom Family 
          Foundation
Bessie F. Anathan 
          Charitable Trust of 
          The Pittsburgh 
          Foundation
Birmingham Foundation
The Buhl Foundation
The Burke Foundations
The Casey Family 
          Charitable Fund of 
          The Pittsburgh 
          Foundation 
C.S. McKee Investment 
          Managers
Darlene Harris (CDBG)
Detroit Switch, Inc.
Dollar General
Dominion Foundation
Donald & Sylvia Robinson 
          Family Foundation
DSF Charitable Foundation
Duquesne Light
Eat 'n Park
Emerson Charitable Trust
Emerson Process 
          Management
EQT
Equitable Gas Company
ESB Bank

Corporations
and Partners

17.8%

Foundations
66.3%

Everybody
Wins!
14.9%

Books for Keeps
31.1%

Storymobile
37.2%

Corporations



Give a child the gift of reading...

Our programs are supported by 
foundations, corporations, partners, 
and individuals who believe that all 
children should have access to resources 
and programs designed to foster a 
life-long love of reading. YOU can help 
a childexperience the joy of reading!

               •  Mail a check to RIF Pittsburgh at 
                  10 Children’s Way, Suite 300, 
                   Pittsburgh, PA 15212

               •  Go online to www.rifpittsburgh.org
                   and click on “Donate Now”

               •   Designate your United Way (#3804) 
                    or CFC (#78136) contribution to 
         RIF Pittsburgh 

     •   Volunteer for one of our programs

               •   Give us a call at 412-321-8022

Thank you for being part of our mission 
to inspire a life-long love of reading for the 
children in our community!

10 Children's Way, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15212 | Phone 412-321-8022 | Fax 412-586-0883 | www.rifpittsburgh.org

Contributor Choice #3804      CFC Code #78136
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