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“Being able to select their own books fosters a sense of independence and individuality.”

“They have all of the books that I love to read. It makes me happy.”



Dear Friends,

I can’t wait to share with you Reading Is FUNdamental (RIF) Pittsburgh’s Annual 
Report! 

Wow, there is so much to celebrate about this past year at RIF Pittsburgh. We 
continued to add depth and breadth to our services by impacting the lives of more 
than 22,000 children and families. We provided more than 91,000 books to kids 
for whom book ownership means the world. As always, we also had a ton of fun 
along the way!

Each day, we hear from educators whose once-empty classroom libraries are now 
filled with our Storymobile library books. We hear from Reading Buddy pairs in our 
Everybody Wins! program about the transformative power of mentoring. We hear 
from parents whose sons and daughters eagerly open the books they receive from 
Books for Keeps. And we hear, more than anything else, about the joy our programs 
and books provide for the children in our community. The continuous support 
from people just like you is truly helping to change lives. 

The literacy gap that exists in the City of Pittsburgh, as evidenced by findings in 
the 2015 A+ Schools Report, is unacceptable. With our new Storymobile, new 
initiatives, and an arsenal of experience and enthusiasm, we are addressing this gap 
at its earliest, and most critical, stage. We are working to ensure that economically 
disadvantaged children and families in our communities start their formal 
education on the path to academic success, and gain a love of reading that will 
follow them throughout their lives. 

I hope you enjoy reading about our accomplishments. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for joining in our mission to inspire a life-long love of reading in the 
children and families that we serve. 

Warmly,

Florri Ladov
Executive Director



“When I think of reading, I feel like I am going on an adventure in my mind.” 

Our mission is to provide children with the resources, motivation, and opportunities to develop a life-long love of reading.



EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

In 2015, the National Center for Education Statistics’ “Reading Report” stated 
that 31 percent of all fourth graders in the United States cannot read at 
even the basic level. Further, the NCES also reports that nearly two-thirds of 
economically disadvantaged children do not have books in their homes. 

Here in Pittsburgh, the situation is no different. According to A+ Schools’ 
2015 Report to the Community, a significant literacy gap exists for 
economically disadvantaged students in Pittsburgh, placing thousands of 
our city’s children at risk of academic failure. This report shows that more 
than 50% of the children in Pittsburgh public elementary schools cannot 
read at grade level. These numbers are staggering, especially when one 
remembers that these are not just statistics—they are real children. Without 
vital interventions, thousands of these children will get left behind. 

At Reading Is FUNdamental (RIF) Pittsburgh, we know that every child 
has the potential to be a life-long reader. To help this dream become a 
reality, we provide consistent, high-quality educational programming 
for more than 22,000 at-risk kids and families in Pittsburgh and the 
surrounding communities. Our web of literacy programs work in tandem 
to bridge the local literacy and achievement gaps. By bringing these 
services to early childcare centers, schools, community centers, afterschool 
programs, and housing communities, we are providing much-needed 
access on a large scale. Additionally, last year we participated in 99 events 
throughout the city, helping to ensure that we reach these children over 
and over again!

Last year we put more than 91,000 self-selected books into the 
hands, hearts, and homes of the children and families who need 
them the most.  Going forward, we will continue to saturate our targeted 
neighborhoods with as many of our programs as possible, exposing “RIF 
Kids” to programs from birth through their teenage years.

*Please note, our program figures are for our program year 2014-2015 (school year 2014-15 
and summer 2015)

“I really 
appreciate the  
books my child 

got this year.  
Books can change 
a child’s life and 

give them
 memories that 

can last a
 lifetime.”  

Parent of a student at Pittsburgh 
Arlington

“When I think of reading, I feel like I am going on an adventure in my mind.” 

BOARD of 
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Our mission is to provide children with the resources, motivation, and opportunities to develop a life-long love of reading.



WE SERVE....

 “My favorite part of RIF is that we get cool books!”

REST OF CITY
Books for Keeps and 
Read to Your Family
programs
7,830 Children Served
36 Sites Visited
21,619 Books Given

More than 22,000 economically 
disadvantaged children and families in 
Pittsburgh and the surrounding communities 
through our programs and an additional 
8,000 through community events

More than 175 sites 

Seven targeted neighborhoods:
  
 East Liberty, 

Hazelwood, Hill District, Homewood, Northside, 
South Side, and Wilkinsburg

•

•

•

OUTSIDE OF CITY
Books for Keeps
program
904 Children Served
3 Sites Visited
2,992 Books Given

Our core programs:

Bring innovative, high-quality literacy 
experiences to children and families

Support students as they build literacy skills 
and work to develop a life-long love of 
reading

Provide more than 91,000 books each year to 
the children who need them the most

•

•

•

*Program Year 9/14 - 8/15

HAZELWOOD
Books for Keeps and 
Storymobile programs
1,675 Children Served
12 Sites Visited
2,454 Books Given
2,407 Books Loaned

NORTHSIDE
Books for Keeps, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
7,540 Children Served
38 Sites Visited
18,036 Books Given
1,811 Books Loaned
92 Mentors Recruited

SOUTH SIDE
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
3,893 Children Served
23 Sites Visited
10,350 Books Given
2,267 Books Loaned
37 Mentors Recruited

HILL DISTRICT
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
2,487 Children Served
22 Sites Visited
5,961 Books Given
2,685 Books Loaned
49 Mentors Recruited

HOMEWOOD
Books for Keeps,
Everybody Wins! and 
Storymobile programs
2,287 Children Served
10 Sites Visited
5,151 Books Given
1,301 Books Loaned
46 Mentors Recruited

EAST LIBERTY
Books for Keeps and 
Storymobile programs
2,254 Children Served
17 Sites Visited
4,800 Books Given
1,622 Books Loaned

WILKINSBURG
Books for Keeps 
and Storymobile
programs
1,673 Children Served
15 Sites Visited
4,549 Books Given
2,797 Books Loaned



REST OF CITY
Books for Keeps
programs
X Children Served
X Sites Visited
X Books Given

OUTSIDE OF CITY
Books for Keeps
programs
X Children Served
X Sites Visited
X Books Given

“I believe that the program fosters a love of reading outside of school.” 

HAZELWOOD
Books for Keeps and 
Storymobile programs
1,675 Children Served
12 Sites Visited
2,454 Books Given
2,407 Books Loaned

NORTHSIDE
Books for Keeps, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
7,540 Children Served
38 Sites Visited
18,036 Books Given
1,811 Books Loaned
92 Mentors Recruited

SOUTH SIDE
Books for Keeps, Read to 
Your Family, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
3,893 Children Served
23 Sites Visited
10,350 Books Given
2,267 Books Loaned
37 Mentors Recruited

HILL DISTRICT
Books for Keeps, Everybody 
Wins! and Storymobile
programs
2,487 Children Served
22 Sites Visited
5,961 Books Given
2,685 Books Loaned
49 Mentors Recruited

HOMEWOOD
Books for Keeps,
Everybody Wins! and 
Storymobile programs
2,287 Children Served
10 Sites Visited
5,151 Books Given
1,301 Books Loaned
46 Mentors Recruited

EAST LIBERTY
Books for Keeps and 
Storymobile programs
2,254 Children Served
17 Sites Visited
4,800 Books Given
1,622 Books Loaned

WILKINSBURG
Books for Keeps 
and Storymobile
programs
1,673 Children Served
15 Sites Visited
4,549 Books Given
2,797 Books Loaned



Our longest-running and largest program, Books 
for Keeps, engages children in 3-5 Reading 
Celebrations each year. Designed to captivate 
children with the joy of reading and learning, 
Reading Celebrations pair story times with fun, 
motivational activities such as crafts, games, and 
even science experiments!  At the end of the 
Celebrations, each child selects a book of their very 
own to take home and keep!

By combining literature with dance, music, creative 
writing, and STEAM themes, RIF Pittsburgh works 
to ignite a passion for reading and learning that will 
follow children throughout their lives.

“[The students] really value the books that they pick during each visit and read them everyday.”

In the 2014-15 program year, Books for Keeps:

Partnered with 100 sites, including early 
childhood centers, schools, afterschool 
programs, and community centers

Served more than 17,000  economically 
disadvantaged children in Pittsburgh and the 
surrounding communities

Provided more than 57,000 new, high-quality 
books for children to take home and keep 
through Celebrations and events

Served all 15 Be a Middle School Mentor sites 

•

•

•

•

Books For Keeps  

“The ALCOSAN rep was here...The RIF day was exceptional. Anytime we 
can develop interest in STEAM, the better.” 



“[The students] really value the books that they pick during each visit and read them everyday.” “The ALCOSAN rep was here...The RIF day was exceptional. Anytime we 
can develop interest in STEAM, the better.” 

Math And Science  
In the 2014-15 program year, our Books for Keeps 
Math and Science Program:

Provided high-quality STEAM educational 
experiences to more than 2,840 children at 27 
sites

Introduced children to challenging subject 
matter in a way that they could embrace and 
enjoy, helping to support broader academic 
goals

Brought special guests, like ALCOSAN, Open Up 
Pittsburgh, and the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden, 
to help with fun experiments and talk to the 
children about careers in STEAM-fields

•

•

•

Our Books for Keeps Math and Science Program is 
a hit with both our students and educators! This 
program delivers the latest STEAM-focused books 
and activities into the classrooms of the kids who 
are most in need. By combining subjects like plant 
science, engineering, and robotic technology 
with literacy, this program helps students to 
better engage with what they’re reading. Science 
brings the stories to life! As we infuse our regular 
Reading Celebrations with STEAM, we encourage 
curiosity and a passion for discovery, and help to 
plant the first seeds for a life-long love of learning. 
This impactful program introduces children to 
innovative technologies, hands-on projects, 
potential careers, and, of course, new books that 
explore the world through the lens of math and 
science.



“My reading buddy became more comfortable in reading more difficult books and 
reading aloud as the year progressed.”

Everybody wins! 
Everybody Wins! is a lunchtime literacy mentoring 
program that pairs 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade 
students with a caring adult to build a meaningful 
relationship while sharing conversation, good 
books, and literacy-related activities for one hour a 
week. These consistent, one-on-one experiences 
increase a child’s opportunity for success, both 
academically and throughout his or her life.

Formal evaluations of Everybody Wins! have shown 
the program to be one of the very few programs to 
effectively impact low-income students in reading 
comprehension, motivation, and achievement, as 
well as overall academic performance, classroom 
behavior, self-confidence, and social skills.

In the 2014-15 program year, Everybody Wins!

Facilitated ten reading sessions each week at 
four Pittsburgh Public Schools elementary 
schools (Faison, King, Phillips, and Weil)

Matched 221 children with 224 corporate and 
community volunteers

Supported our students and mentors as they 
read more than 4,150 books together

Brought special guests, like local author 
Betty Howard, to reading sessions to talk with 
students about writing books

•

•

•

•

“They get to go to the ‘library’ twice a month, which is more than most have ever gone before! 
They love Storymobile time!”



“My reading buddy became more comfortable in reading more difficult books and 
reading aloud as the year progressed.”

“They get to go to the ‘library’ twice a month, which is more than most have ever gone before! 
They love Storymobile time!”

STORymobile
Our three Storymobiles are lending libraries-on-
wheels that take books, resources, activities, (and 
lots of fun!) to early childhood centers, schools, 
afterschool programs, housing communities, 
and events across our city. This program provides 
vital access to books, bringing literacy resources 
directly into the communities and sites that are 
most in need. Bi-weekly visits allow us to build 
strong relationships and tailor programming 
to each unique site as we strive to develop our 
Storymobiles into a welcoming gathering place for 
the educators, children, and families we serve.   

In the 2014-15 program year, our Storymobiles:

Served  over 5,320 children and families at 77 
sites in our community

Loaned nearly 15,000 books and gave away 
almost 13,000 books to the children and 
educators  at our sites 

Visited 60 community events throughout the 
city, providing an additional 5,150 books

•

•

•



Family Engagement

“My son was very excited about his new book! He actually picked up the book and started 
reading on his own. “

In an effort to bring positive literacy attitudes into 
the home, Read to Your Family engages parents 
and caregivers in their children’s reading. Students 
are incentivized to increase their reading outside 
of school, while parents are encouraged to read 
alongside their children and play an active role in 
their reading development. This not only increases 
reading time, it also gives families an opportunity to 
positively impact their relationships through shared 
time together. 

RIF Pittsburgh works with schools and teachers to 
provide public recognition, prizes, and educational 
incentives to reward students when they read at 
home with their families. 

Our Storymobile STARS reading incentive program 
works in partnership with the Beverly Jewel Wall 
Lovelace (BJWL) afterschool programs in our eight 
public housing communities. We challenge children 
to read books on their own and write book reviews, 
and reward the children each time they reach 
certain benchmarks. This year, we also expanded 
the STARS program into our early childhood 
and afterschool sites, encouraging teachers and 
students to reach a 250-book goal over the course 
of the entire school year! 

Week after week, students and teachers eagerly 
anticipate their updated book count. This program, 
and its competitive aspects, has sites and families 
racing to reach their reading goals!

Our newest initiative, Storymobile Book Babies, 
connects new and expectant parents with the 
books, resources, and support needed to raise a 
child who loves to read. Our New Mommy Meet-Ups 
provide a celebratory opportunity for reading and 
learning, as well as fun and fellowship with other 
families. Storymobile Book Babies is now running 
in each of the eight public housing communities 
served by our mobile libraries. We are delighted 
to extend our programs to serve children at the 
earliest and most critical stage of life! 



“This program is a blessing. The staff are a joy.”“Our children gain the excitement of loving books. 
They realize that the printed word can take them to many places.”
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“This program is a blessing. The staff are a joy.”
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“Our children gain the excitement of loving books. 
They realize that the printed word can take them to many places.”



“All of the activities engage my students. They are very relevant and keep their attention, 
while promoting reading comprehension and analysis.”
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“My child has more of an interest in reading on his own time and not just for school assignments.”



“All of the activities engage my students. They are very relevant and keep their attention, 
while promoting reading comprehension and analysis.”
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           Village
Hosanna House Inc.
Housing Authority of the
           City of Pittsburgh
Kappa Kappa Gamma
KEYS Service Corps

Allegheny County Early   		
           Literacy Team
Allegheny County Library 	
           Association
Be a Middle School Mentor
Beverley Jewel Wall Lovelace   	
           Afterschool Programs
Beverly’s Birthdays
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 	
           Greater Pittsburgh
Boys and Girls Club of   		
           Western Pennsylvania
Carnegie Library of 		
           Pittsburgh
Children’s Museum of 		
           Pittsburgh
Citiparks
Communities in Schools

Mattress Factory
The Mentoring Partnership	
           of Southwestern 		
           Pennsylvania
Mercy Volunteer Corps
Mt. Ararat Childhood
           Activity Center
New Hazlett Theater
Office of Child Development
PAEYC
The Pittsburgh Project
The Pittsburgh Promise
Pittsburgh Public Schools
Propel Charter Schools
Public Allies Pittsburgh
Read to a Child
Reading Is FUNdamental, 	
            Inc.

Ready Freddy
Saturday Light Brigade
Snapology
Sprout Fund
Union Project
The University of Pittsburgh
          Office of Child    	    	
          Development
Uptown Partners of   	   	
         Pittsburgh
Urban League of Greater  	    	
          Pittsburgh
Rep. Jake  Wheatley	   	
 WQED

“My child has more of an interest in reading on his own time and not just for school assignments.”



“Today we had a breakthrough when the words began to flow easier. 
Today he read five ‘Fly Guy’ books and was very proud. So was I.”

VOLUNTEERS

Joy Abbott
Grace Abbs
Aerion Abney
Lucia Aguirre
Elizabeth Allison
Karim Alshurafa
Chelsea Ardle
Shannon Baker
Sue Balcer
Christine Balsley
Marcia Bandes
Kathryn Bashaar
Cynthia Battle
Ellen Baylis
Bernard Beck
Joanne Beckman
Rachel Beers
Bud Bender
Coralyn Benhart
Rhonda Bennett
Rich Binsacca
Jen Blackford
Jordan Blask
Ashley Blum
Jessica Boehm
Mimi Botkin
Adrienne Box
Donna Brett
Ed Brett
Stephanie Broff 
Chuck Broff
Laura Broff
Margaret Burley
Sydna Burns
Kristi Burry
Sheri Buzza
Jennifer Cairns
Jennifer Caldwell
Linda Campbell
Judith Caplan
Maria Carson
Lynne Chadwick
Kimberly Chamberlin
Joseph Charnock
Gavin Checque

John Cheng
Kevin Christie
Leah Cillo
David Clarke
Kevin Coghlan
Amy Cohen
Susan Cohen
Meredith Colaizzi
Shannon Connery
Michele Cooper
Michelle Coury
Kate Cummings
Kyle Cunningham
Beth Davis
Emily DeBiasio
Ellen DeNinno
Alyssa Dervin
Chad Dorn
Pam Dotter
Sharon Drake
Janis Duchene
Zandy Dudiak
Stephen Eckert
Barb Eichenlaub
Melvin El
Pam Evans
Lynn Farber
Peter Fernie
Mary Fine
Jennifer Finkelstein
Roslynn Fitzgerald
Lisa Forgas
Kyra Forman
Cindy Franc
Nicole Frankhouser
Rhonda Freyvogel
Marteen Garay
Jennifer Garner
Jim Gemperle
Barbara George
Lynn Glorieux
Cindy Goodman-Leib
Sue Goodwin
Gina Gowins

Lori Guttman
Lee Haller
Drew Harvey
Renee Eddy Harvey
Kathryn Heffernan
Hildy Heffernan
Mara Hellman
Janice Henry
Aleita Hermanowski
Charles Higgins
Mary Holahan
Kirk Holbrook
Daniel Hooven
Mary Ellen Hoy
Harriet Jackson
Celeste Janosko
Jeffrey Jenkins
Traci Johnson
Ed Johnston
Marge Johnston
Laura Jones
Sarah Jones
Kristin Kalson
Erin Kander
Joseph Karas
Barbara Kengor
Bridgette Kennedy
Tema Kerman
Afshan Khan
Audrey Lane
Emily Lane
Linda Lane
Matthew Lanning
JoEllen Leech
Ann Lewis
Bob Linden
Linda Loar
Chris Loggins
Kathy Lutins
Lisa Macesich
Marylinda Maddi
Kathy Matesic
Alison McGee
Terra Merkey

Karen Merrick
Jim Mesloh
Jim Michaels
Molly Mickinak Loggins
Juli Milan
Alexandra Miller
Larry Miller
Katherine Mills
Dana Missouri
Andrea Mitchel
Anne Mlecko
Lisa Moore
Laurin Moore
Mark Morrison
Judy Moser
Debra Moyers
Nate Myles
Jeffrey Naftal
Kathleen Newmeyer
Jeff Niles
Amy Ogren
Connie Orient
Tina Packer
Sandra  Palmer
Ellen Parker
Mary Parker
Leslie Petrik
Amy Platt
Shannon Plush
Ann Poliziani
Carrie Powers
Meredith Pozzi
Kristine Pugliese
Rodel Quemado
Ebondy Randall
Kim Reilly
Laraine Rodney
Sharon Rosenfeld
Jack Rowley
Claudia Saitz
Liz Salisbury
Jan Sapotichne
Elle Sauer
Paul Scherrer

Thank you to the hundreds of volunteers who donate their time to 
RIF Pittsburgh each year! 

Listing includes individuals who volunteered between 6/14 - 5/15

“RIF is valuable for my child because they get home excited about their new RIF books 
and read them to me.” 



Cathie Schmidt
Theresa Schrecengost
Judith Schreiber
William Schreiber
Andre Scott
Carol Scott
Mary Scott
Bridget Sedlock
Sabrina Shaner
Cynthia Shay
Yiyang Shi
Sonja Simonson
Jodi Singer 
Dennis Smith
Shannon Smith
Tanya Smith
Timothy Smith

“Today we had a breakthrough when the words began to flow easier. 
Today he read five ‘Fly Guy’ books and was very proud. So was I.”

Peggy Snavely
Geralyn Sneath
Kiersten Snyder
Jody Spolar
Lauren Stark
Lisa Steinfeld
Bryan Stephany
Kathryn Stevens
Kimberley Stinson
Sherri Stitt
Patricia Stover
Lisa Streiff
Jessie Svec
Joan Tesla
Amanda Thomas
Ted Todd
Emily Tolge

William Tolliver
Patrick Tracy
Joyce Trew
Sophia Tsiris
Karel Ulizio
Ashley Varrato
Katy Vernacchia
Rachelle Vopal
Karen Wagner
Jennifer Walker
Maureen Walker
Deb Wallman
Camara Watkins
Abigail Wengerd
Laura Wengerd
William Wengerd
Kelsey West

Margaret Whitmer
Helen Wigger
Anita Williams
Lydia Williams
Maureen Wiloughby
Mary Wilson
Bernelle Wood
Fred Workman
Mark Yost
Micaela Young
Janet Yuhasz
Mary Zerjav
Kim Zimmerman

“RIF is valuable for my child because they get home excited about their new RIF books 
and read them to me.” 



Total Expenses:
$937,922

Management 
and General

6.3%
Fundraising

6.6%

“Books are so expensive. This ensures that she has a book to read.”

FINANCIALS
Total Revenue:
$1,208,426

	 Adjusted Revenue:
	 $993,426*

*Less future portions of multi-year grants plus cash 
receipts from prior multi-year grants

Foundations
66.9%

Corporations 
and 

Partners
14.8%

Individuals
8.3%

Government
0.3%

In-Kind, Interest, and 
Dividends

4.5%
Program Service Fee

5.2%

Books for 
Keeps
26.1%

Storymobile
43.6%

Everybody 
Wins!

15.6%

Read to Your 
Family
1.8%



Be a RIF Pittsburgh Book Hero!

   Our programs are supported by 
   foundations, corporations, partners, 
   and individuals who believe that all 
   children should have access to resources 
   and programs designed to foster a 
   life-long love of reading.  YOU can help 
   a child experience the joy of reading!

   •  Mail a check to our offices at 
                  10 Children’s Way, Suite 300
                   Pittsburgh, PA 15212

   •  Go online to www.rifpittsburgh.org
                   and click on “Donate Now”

   •   Designate your United Way (#3804) 
                    or CFC (#78136) contribution to 
         RIF Pittsburgh 

   •   Volunteer for one of our programs

   •   Give us a call at 412-321-8022

    Thank you for being part of our mission 
    to inspire a life-long love of reading for the 
    children in our community!
                    

                  
10 Children's Way, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA 15212 | Phone 412-321-8022 | Fax 412-586-0883 | www.rifpittsburgh.org

Produced and designed by RIF Pittsburgh
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